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through fear of his curse, and his supposed  influence
over the gods.

In some cases the four stages of a Brahman's ideal
life, as prescribed in the Law Books, are observed.    He
passes through the student, householder, meditative, and
ascetic periods ; but this is by no means general.    A
modification of the scheme is commonly seen.   Brahmans,
when growing old and infirm, hand over their property
to -their heirs, and go to Benares, Gaya, or some other
holy place to await their end.    The old idea that it is
derogatory to the dignity of a  Brahman  to  sell  his
services has given way to the pressure of circumstances,
and  men  wearing  the poitra  are  engaged  as  clerks,
schoolmasters, physicians, engineers, and   shopkeepers.
The pundits admit that the proper work of the Brahman
does  not  pay in this  degenerate age, as the Vishnu
Purana predicted.    In the towns, at any rate, they can
violate with impunity almost every law laid down for
their  guidance  by  Manu;  though  in  country places,
where superstition is stronger, it is necessary for them
to be more careful.    Each caste in a district has its daly
or committee, presided over by its dalapati, or president,
to whose judgment the members are bound to submit;
and when any violation of the rules of the caste are
reported, the   dal   considers  the   matter, and, if it  is
proved, sentence is pronounced, which must be endured,
or the delinquent is put out of caste, i.e. the members
" boycott" him.    They will neither visit him nor eat
with him; nor will they allow their sons to intermarry
with his family.  This social ostracism is a severe punish-
ment

Some of these dais are very strict in the observance
of their caste restrictions, some are lax. In cities like
Calcutta, some allow their members openly to disregard